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Black enameled cars and black formal clothing... The color black
is symbolic of strength and authority. Black can also have negative
nuances, as in “pitch black,” a complete darkness where nothing
can be seen. In contemporary living, meanwhile, black clothing
and accessories convey a stylish image and are considered chic.
When combined with gold or red, moreover, black serves to en-
force a mood of splendor.

Since ancient times, human beings have painted or dyed ob-
jects, wanting to “make them look black.” Soot (carbon) and iron
(iron oxide and iron ion) were the elements used to obtain black
color. Because they resist ultra-violet rays and fading, soot and iron
have been the main elements used in creating black, from the Jo-
mon age until today.

This exhibition spotlights black, a color cherished in contem-
porary life, and the carbon and iron oxide elements used to create
it. It shows how people have sought to make pottery, lacquer,
dyes, and sumi ink “blacker” throughout these crafts’ 10,000 years
of history. The skills required to obtain “jet black,” while simple,
are hardly easy. We invite you to look at many different types of
“blackness” while learning of the thoughts and techniques of peo-
ple who work with black.
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