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Tile: transcending time and space—Reopening of the Tile Museum’s refurbished second floor
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The acquisition of decorative tiles, architectural terracotta, pottery toilets, stonewate pipes, and other objects from historical structures before their demolition has
enabled the INAX Museums collection to grow steadily. Our exhibition is designed to convey a sense of the spirit, techniques, and attention to detail of the people
who created them as well as the affections of those who used and treasured them. We believe it is our role to pass on this legacy to the next generation.

Kanako Shirasaka, Curator of INAX Museums
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Tile: transcending time and space

Reopening of the Tile Museum’s refurbished second floor  sat.Aug.8,2020

The story of the Tile Museum dates back to 1991, when tile researcher Masayuki Yamamoto (1920-2000) donated
approximately 6,000 tiles collected from around the world to Tokoname City. INAX (presently LIXIL) undertook a scientific
survey and analysis of those tiles. The company shared its findings with Tokoname City as well as Yamamoto and
subsequently drew up plans to construct a museum. The Tile Museum was opened in 1997.

In 2007, the museum was refurbished mainly on the first floor, and reopened as a hands-on experiential museum. This is its

second large-scale renovation.

Yamamoto had expressed a wish for a “unique museum that would showcase the local culture, describe how the tiles were
used, and provide scientific evidence rather than be a place just for appreciation.” Hoping to move closer to realizing his
vision, we added photos showing how the tiles were used and provided detailed explanations in both Japanese and English.
Some of the highlights of the new exhibition are described below by staff in charge of each of these sections.

Tiles as a catalyst for cultural interactions
Yasuo Goto, Chief curator of the INAX Museums

The spread of tiles across the world

The oldest tiles in the world are said to be those used on the walls of the
subterranean passages of the pyramids of Egypt around 2650 BC. The tiles
were made from sand, covered with a blue glaze, and fired. At the time, tiles
were precious commodities that were used to decorate pharaohs’ caskets
and masks. In the 4,500 years since then, tile production and techniques
have spread throughout the world, adapting to and influencing the
architecture and culture of their new homelands.

If the only role of tiles were to enhance the durability of structures, they
likely would not have been adopted by countries around the world but
instead would have been replaced by another material. It was their beauty
as pottery and ornaments in addition to their functionality as a building
material that paved the way for their spread across the globe through the
ages.

From Egypt to Europe by way of north Africa

The tiles produced in Egypt eventually reached Persia and evolved into
decorations for brick structures. Later on, from the eleventh to fourteenth
centuries, Persian tiles were brought to Spain via Morocco in north Africa
with the spread of Islam. The tiles were a feature of the walls and floors of
Islamic structures in Spain, most notably the Alhambra palace. Tile culture
continued to spread and evolve throughout Europe even after Christianity
assumed dominance in the late fifteenth century.

The Silk Road journey to the Far East

Since the second century BC, the movement of people and goods between
western and eastern Eurasia took place along what came to be known as
the Silk Road. These trade routes played a significant role in the spread of
tiles. Samarkand in Uzbekistan and other major cities along the Silk Road
had a diverse range of Islamic architecture and served as hubs for technical
exchange for architectural styles using tiles and ceramic production.

It was on the Silk Road that cobalt oxide, used as a pigment for the
ornamental blue tiles of Islamic structures, reached China. By the
fourteenth century, the techniques for producing a translucent white
porcelain decorated with cobalt pigment were perfected. This porcelain,
known as “blue-and-white porcelain,” thrived in and around Jingdezhen. In
the seventeenth century, this porcelain reached the town of Arita in Japan,
production got underway, and “sometsuke” porcelain, as it came to be
known, gained widespread popularity.

To Europe via the Maritime Silk Road

Because ceramic pieces were so heavy, shipping routes became a mainstay

08 NEWSLETTER vol.52

of transportation beginning in the ninth century. Later long voyages
became possible, and in the sixteenth century long-distance sea trade
routes were established. The Dutch East India Company brought huge
quantities of blue-and-white porcelain from China and Japan to Europe in
the seventeenth century, and these vases and jars adorned palaces and
estates. The long sea routes along which these pieces traveled from the Far
East to Europe was called the Maritime Silk Road.

Revelations from the display

The infographic below of tiles produced in countries around the world
show the predominance of blue-and-white tiles. I also found that the design
of the tiles from Portugal (far left) and Japan (far right) look very much
alike. They were interesting discoveries that attest to the global movement
and evolution of tile production and techniques.

It is my hope that the exhibition will let viewers visualize the great journey
across Asia and Europe of these tiles, which transcend time and space, and
the stories of the people whose lives were touched by these tiles.

5 4 N LD i

Tile: transcending time and space

@heck these out, tool b

Tiles from China Tsukasa Isomura ﬁ‘.‘{‘:
Chinese tiles tell a story and are not just decorative pieces. They depict myths, F
lessons of filial piety, loyalty, and devotion. Enjoy the tales conveyed by these -
tiles.

Tiles from various countries  Kanako Shirasaka

Our exhibition features tiles from Hungary, Germany, the United States, and
other countries on display for the first time. The tiles, which were uncovered in
our extensive collection, reflect the culture of the country from which they came.

What the back of the tiles tells us  Yoshino Tachibana

Take a close look at the details of the design on the back of the tiles. How
were tiles designed so they would not become detached from the floor and
walls? What techniques were used to ensure that the three-dimensional
relief tiles were fired evenly?

Renovation of the Yamamoto Collection Corner
To mark the one hundredth anniversary of the birth of Masayuki Yamamoto in 2020, we made a
new section that introduces his life and lifework.



Live Rep orf wwuns

WHBEAIZAZAHYZA AT AX 2020

2020 National online championship for shiny clay balls

2020.7.21 Tue.- 9.4 Fri. #%%%32020.10.8 Thu.

MEAOF VA LABRPERNEEZSER, WDTOF VI VICLkBHD
EATAZREARSERELE LTz, IERBIESNEDTEEETT, Z
DD, A2 Z4> >3y TTIBAWLLKTD "B EATZATH Y b,
#ZHEWCZLE L

EEHZBATLRTRED MY - &) B2, 2 L. FREEBIES. L
HHEEFHRS &, REREVR—F—DBFELHO0KE LS DASE
DR TT, BEIL, SHEDSESNIERAOBEREHEIZEFODBR
F=U—%b LilfThnE Lo

BEZN T TTRIZBE ZENTINEERN S TH DI Y ADBW
PHEMNMEb > TE T, BEE—REZOERKTLI., 2EI18HFE. Z L
T2WMHOB7IME TCERLBHRDPSSMENEE DIV F1 VRS
TIFTY,

N A

ZARELF
BEERRH

N VNN

&

VLT E

BB EESAsLaDRM—Y— [ 8k BE |

TELRG, TELARR, TRICEZETIAAMAVEL
foo PLOMBLHFSTTRICTRICESASL, REILHDE
TR, B, & BZECEC(EYRAATREVWTZRVIELE

Q_.

A BREA

Ltz BR1ETTY, AR
[ 7K i & e 5 |
EREEDET
EVHTIRABZ2EOTELRVLIAYTIITTA, "HHE FYYY
IR Ly DB —ILIZZ>T, 1AANITTTEIZHVEHL LIXILIE

foo ZDBARMEEN ST EATATHENITYE T E
To EARATITECHERIE, LonYeEhoTEE LT,
FEIIHBDOBROEAIATT, BRBELE LI, (—HIER)

BRI mOFH 5 —REETIORZEL L, FBEETIORDOAE
ERERELE LI, "BEE—F. XoN/BEELIX Y el E
RL. HAErSBELE LI, BRAZTHET, EALKATEBLTIR
REELVLEBLZBISNIZ bbb, SNLLBLE L &0 BR
DAREEBBEEZER ZATLFTA (H8HER),

IAOFTHEVWSKEBDT 72T FORT, HLLRERCEBRIE S
N, BOERBICEENIAYFA YT RAMTLI,

As a countermeasure against COVID-19, the national championship for shiny
clay balls was held online for the first time this year. Participants submitted
photos and stories of polished clay balls they made from special kits purchased

for the event. All of the works were outstanding, reflecting a great commitment
of time and effort.
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Cuisine that captures the full flavor of the ingredients
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EBEFEMHNEIRIR/—ZREY Y7L, Lunch time: 11:00-14:30 L.O.

A2 XA R B D 1 L R — X 0 Café time:  10:00-11:00,14:30-17:15 L.O.

Dinnertime: £-H-#H 17:30-20:00 L.O.
25, "EyU—H, DL HEFY KIREK (3B (4% %) TEL0569-34-8266
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FHERNOEFRNAREEYENRICILET—2oav T %558 activities to deepen interest in and understanding of its collection, including coloring pages of tile patterns
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Acquisition of terracotta from
the old Yusen Building

2020.7
BEREOELEYE FIOvy—2 The old Yusen Building was completed in the Marunouchi district of Tokyo in
1923. Two American-made terracotta pieces that adorned its fagade have been

installed in Terracotta Park.
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Aichi Architecture Online Exposition 2020 at Kiln Plaza
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LA LTEYDBHEEE, ZOHTF L. YouTube TTEWWIZITET, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSEQAW8ruO60auY1SzYU_9Q [a]as

A live report of the Kiln Plaza was submitted as the entry for Aichi Architecture Exposition, which was online
this year. The report explored the three-year preservation project of the Kiln Plaza in the aim of conveying the
enthusiasm of manufacturing and inspiring the next generation.
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Activities with elementary schools
in Tokoname City
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INAX Museums staff visit elementary schools to teach classes about pottery and Tokoname. The
museum also provides field trips for schoolchildren and cooperation for the creation of mosaic murals
made out of tiles and other initiatives to strengthen ties with local schools.
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A new program : Glanz Mosaic
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MUSEUM SHOP
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INAX MUSEUMS

N AHY—EHILISHAEME HERL2M L 1-130 Okuei-cho, Tokoname-shi,
Aichi Prefecture 479-8586 Japan
Exterior tiles used for https://livingculture.lixil.com/en/ilm/

the Museum of Applied Arts in Budapest, Hungary

Hours:

Open (Museum & Shop): 10:00-17:00

(Last entry:16:30)

Closed: Wednesdays (Open if the Wednesday is a
public holiday), New Year holidays
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—EED/NEHER—F2(C1853FEICRELDITELL ; ?ﬁﬁﬂj’%{fﬁfogﬁﬁawv Museum-mae”. Two-minute walk from bus stop.
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These tiles, distinguished by their unique curves and colorful glazes, graced the ﬁg
outer walls of the Museum of Applied Arts in the Hungarian capital of Budapest. %mllu\\ % s ©
The museum, completed in 1896, was designed by the eminent Hungarian architect & il NEBRCH S Eae =Y ©
Odon Lechner, and the tiles were produced by the Zsolnay Porcelain Manufactory uxic i ﬁﬁfﬁ% -
in a small town in southern Hungary. i) z
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