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Sharpening the Five Senses with Water and Mud Play
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In 1997, an innovative art museum was opened in Bilbao, Spain, at the site of an old shipyard. The museum became a place where the people of Bilbao could rest and
relax. As Yutaka Mino, director of the Hyogo Prefectural Museum of Art, comments, “Art museums should be like a drawing room for citizens, a place open to everyone
and where anybody can drop in.” The opening of the Tile Museum in the INAX Museums coincided with the opening of the Bilbao museum. As a corporate museum,
we would like to remain committed to the community through cultural activities, even when there is a downturn in the economy.
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Sharpening the Five Senses

with \/\/ofer and Mud Play

A workshop called “Mud Amusement Park” is held at

the INAX Museums every summer. Children love to play in the mud.
What makes mud so fascinating?

How does playing with natural materials impact children’s development?
We spoke with Professor Hitoshi Takei, a specialist in children’s play

and development, to find the answers.

Water, the first type of play
“Water feels good”

Water is probably the first natural material that
children come into contact with. Water changes shape
freely and is therefore conducive to various types of play. &
Children play with water because it feels good; immersion
in water is soothing. In the bathtub, you can lower a small
plastic bottle into the water and let go of it. Children love the sounds,
sights, and touch of this sensory play. Transferring water into different
containers is play that requires more thinking and thought. Water offers
an abundance of learning opportunities for children.

“Have some orange juice!”

Children mix soil and water together and serve it to me saying, “Have

some orange juice!” When this happens, I tell them that I'd like some
coffee. Most children bring me another cup with the same mixture. When I
tell them the color is the same, they then think about what they should do—
whether they should add soil or use a darker soil. This is how they learn.

Mud play

Drawing out dormant feelings

Clay soil feels good. I feel sorry for people who have not experienced the
sublime sensation of touching and playing with fine, smooth mud. I want
children to learn how wonderful our natural environment is. Some
children are reluctant to go near a mud mountain. They call it “yucky” or
say their mother will be angry if they do. I do not force them to do it and
just tell them to watch. Children who know the fun of mud rush over to the
mountain. Seeing this, the children who initially didn't want to play
become curious to try. Some change their mind in an hour; others take a
day or two. It’s not that the feeling has died; it is there but dormant. I think
that adults have a responsibility to draw this out.

Intelligence is the product of information acquired

through the five senses

A person’s feelings impact the process of selecting and internalizing
information acquired with their five senses. This is how intelligence is
cultivated. Children today have limited chances for tactile experiences.
Dirt is an ideal medium for this because there are so many different types
of it. The touch of artificial objects is monotonous.

Children’s sensory organs cannot develop in such a

world where materials are so limited. 4
-

TRENBH for mud balls ’
Soil that has viscosity and plasticity can be

squeezed hard. Even this is play. Children "

make balls or coffee out of soil. The difference 'r
between the two is the amount of water mixed "+=
in. Children have to think about how much
water they should add to get the desired thickness.

Why is playing with
natural materials important?

Natural materials are not easy to use. Oil-based
clay can be shaped easily, but soil is difficult to
handle. The surface becomes rough if there is
not enough moisture and muddy if there is too
much. Children learn about nature when they
play in the soil, and they also find out what the
best conditions for mixing soil and water are. The
knowledge they acquire makes playing with soil
even more fun. An interactive relationship with
soil, which is an element of nature, develops.

| believe that playing with natural materials is an
important part of programs to encourage
awareness and action for environmental issues
because it can teach us how people should

interact with the natural environment. (Photo)
Children happily play in the mud at the Mud

Hitoshi Takei
Professor, Department of
Childhood Studies,
Faculty of Contemporary
Social Studies

Doshisha Women'’s
College of Liberal Arts

A,

Professor Takei specializes in young children’s
molding and play using natural materials and
holds various events for creating things.

His research is about what touches children’s
hearts and how they grow from those experiences.

This process is important. But the problem is

whether this kind of soil is available nearby.
In the old days, there were always puddles on the grounds of preschool
play yards when it rained. Today, coarse sand like that used in sand boxes
is spread on the ground so puddles cannot form. The water seeps away
quickly, and the children do not have to wait long to go outside. But, they
no longer have the chance to play with soil. We must provide them with a
place where they can do this.

The importance of learning that things do not turn out as planned
Contact with nature teaches us that things do not always go as planned.
Much can be learned in the process of doing something, even if it ends in
failure. Children may scream or cry and get emotional when a mud ball

Amusement Park workshop—Children are geniuses
at play!” held at the INAX Museums every summer

that they painstakingly made falls apart. They try again and again, doing
it in a different way, until they find out what works. Since many educational
programs today are designed to let students succeed, experiences with
nature are good because they can teach children that things do not always
work out.

An additional thought: A few words about fire

We go to great lengths to keep children away from fire because it is
dangerous. As a result children no longer fear fire. I often fire pottery
directly on the grounds at preschools and kindergartens in a bonfire made
from dried grass and wood. Seeing the life of wood transferring to the
pottery is a mystical experience. I bake potatoes and bread on the side.

I strongly believe children should have the experience of cooking food
with fire.

@on Pastels Workshop

The INAX Museums offer a workshop for making pastels from clays for six different types
of pottery. The colors and textures differ depending on where the clay is from. According
to Professor Takei, in Japan the color and texture of clay is different, depending on
where it is from. People have been given the blessing of color from nature. Clay pastels
are excellent because we can tell that each color is derived from a certain material.
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Exhibition: Seeing Water—Surprising Shapes, Unlimited Power
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Water is the source of life. We are moved by its forms, power, and the
beauty and sounds of water.The joy we feel watching water is a reminder
that it is the wellspring of life. In this exhibition we offer hints for enjoying
the forms and power of water.

T=NT 2T A= TNk EADBERM 2019 —FEHEBIDORF 1|
T KD ER M 2019 Mud Amusement Park—Children are geniuses at play!

Event planned for Golden Week (May 3 to 5) :

Water and Mud Amusement Park 8.17Sat./18 Sun. =+ - EBACERN CAHA LS

5.3 Fri./4 Sat./5 Sun.
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B M ®10:30~11:30 @12:30~13:30
@14:30~15:30 (ANEZ#)
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HAA  2IBIZTEMITE T,

2% : 5008 (Fid)

A workshop on water and soil, will give

BERABEH., KAKDT—22avyTTT, PELOBMLERN LIz, DARYERESL
DVWWTEALH,, TYRAY EADDLWL TEABHE, RE, ZORIEHVIE. EAATICR
STbAvr—| SELRVEEFXEMRZOERNIA. BHSA. RIVT 17 &—EIZE

children the chance to think up ways to play This workshop is a popular event held every summer. Have a great time playing in a field filled with
as they feel and play with water and experience the clay normally used for pottery and getting your face painted with mud.

the joy of water and soil. A miniature Niagara Students from the Kyoto University of Art and Design and other volunteers will be there again this
Falls will also be displayed at the Mud Park. year to make it a super fun day!
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Exhibition: Japan-made Majolica Tiles—Trail of Inspiration

il —2019.4.9 Tue. - EAAZE TEHRERE

Current exhibition
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Japan-made majolica tiles, whose production was inspired by the Victorian tiles l l{1 pel "I H"I
of Britain, can be found adorning buildings throughout the world. This exhibition
looks at their early history and development and uses restored tiles to create a
space both evocative of the past yet forward-looking.

F—TZo ARV EES MBI g VAZAILIEEETH, EIZISELS 1935FD
8B aVhoya1ILon B, EERMORBE LT, BROSHEONELEMLE L1,
EEERE, BEM (a1 770 SAESEBRA S20EL L, ZOIRE.
Opening Event:History and development of B, BECIYBATOET, 2016598 (2 IFEWEEEEL

majolica tiles in Taiwan
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From 1915 to 1935, Japan-made majolica tiles were exported to Taiwan. James Hsu, the Director of the
Museum of Old Taiwan Tiles, has collected, preserved, and reproduced Japan-made majolica tiles for over 20
years. He opened the museum in September 2016 with more than 1,500 pieces to promote understanding of
and interest in Taiwan'’s tile culture.

EEREECIILEEOSETLMONZMESA L, 100
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S~ EES
THEAP Lz
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Lecture: How Majolica Tiles
Won Favor around the World and
Recent Decorative Tile Trends

2019.2.23 Sat.

HRDYLEPE EEE
Ikumi Kato, and Masatoshi Hirata, gave a lecture to a full audience. Kato spoke about how the development of

a M - DNARARSE (HEE) n majolica tiles in Japan was made possible by its excellent technology and original designs, and Hirata
FHEMEN (RRRPES L RBRER) introduced the latest trends in tiles globally.
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2018 Central Japan championship BF. &5V TOSMAEZ, SEb. HFITALZECRESMOSBEADRENH B E,
for making shiny clay balls SorBEESIIEENE L, BEFEOEBET A ERORR TEEARLSER: LE L,

201 8:9.]7_Mon. Twenty-four people took part in the central Japan regional championship for making shiny clay balls in the
T-EBACHE hope of advancing to the national championship. The participants, including adults and children as young as
seven, remained absorbed throughout the process of shaping, coloring, and polishing the balls.
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2018 National championship
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All-Japan national championship held at Chubu Centrair International Airport in Aichi Prefecture. The competition
was shown on a giant screen, and passersby could be seen watching the screen intently. A Clay Ball Expo was
also organized as part of the 2018 national championship to introduce the beauty of the clay balls.
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The Ninth Pottery and Lamp Day

2018.10.10 Wed.
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The event takes place on October 10 every year to mark the anniversary of the death of Chozaburo Ina,
the first mayor of Tokoname City and founder of Ina Seito Co., Ltd. It is held to give thanks to the people who
shaped the history of Tokaname pottery and to express hope for the city and industry's future.
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Santa Claus comes from Finland!

2018.12.9 Sun.
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Decorative Mosaics of Summer

7.1 Mon.~ 8.31 Sat.
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On December 9 children who visited the INAX Museums and got their
“attraction card” completely stamped by going to all five halls got to meet
Santa Claus and receive a present from him. The children were overjoyed to

see Santa and get an early start on Christmas.
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Glass paper weights
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https://www.care-goods.lixil-online.com/house/ilm/
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Cuisine that captures
the full flavor
of the ingredients
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Lunch time: 11:00-14:30 L.O.

Café time: 10:00-11:00,14:30-17:15 L.O.
Dinnertime: t-H-#H 17:30-20:00 L.O.
KEEBR (REIEEZ) TELO569-34-8266

R RELEE B 7YY ZKTR R QROAKISH



0

museum collection
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TEL.0569-34-8282 FAX.0569-34-8283
https://www.livingculture.lixil/ilm/
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INAX MUSEUMS

1-130 Okuei-cho, Tokoname-shi,
Aichi Prefecture 479-8586 Japan
https://www.livingculture.lixil/en/ilm

Hours:
Open (Museum & Shop): 10:00-17:00
(Last entry:16:30)
Closed: Wednesdays (Open if the Wednesday is a
o ublic holiday), New Year holidays
Tavv TAER] 240 P Y g
Admission Fee (tax inc.):
Adults ¥600
High school and college students ¥400
Elementary and junior high school students ¥200

Mucha's “Laurel” Tile
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This tile is one of an INAX industrial tile series named “Mucha.” It is based on an % ; Y =]
original color lithograph created by Alphonse Mucha, a master of art nouveau, in 1© gg HBIC
1901. The original work was 62 centimeters by 45 centimeters, and the z ;@;E
reproduction is a square tile measuring 20 centimeters by 20 centimeters in size. ﬁg \
The intricate artwork of the original is preserved by reproducing the image in a %'"""“ % s ©
painstaking process with many coats of glaze. This tile stands as an excellent work & Ll IENCE S 5SS o
of art on its own merits. N ‘2 §ﬂg’*§§% -
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